BEREAN; 


AN APPEAL TO THE SCRIPTURES, 
ON 
QUESTIONS OF UTMOST IMPORT ANGE. 


TO 


THE HUMAN RACE. 


SECOND EDITION. 


- Na 


How forcible are right words. {fob vi. 25. 


Put ye not confidince in a guide. Jicah vii. 5. 
Search the feriptures. ‘fobn v. 39° 


And they fearched the, feriptures daily, to fee if thefe things 
were fo, Aés xvi. 11. 


BOSTON : PRINTED FOR THE BEREAN SOCIETY, 


By Muncoe & Francis, 


No. 7, Court-STReetT, 
1804, 


be 


~ THE 

OR; 
% 
& 


| 
> 
. 
2 
| 
~ 
4 


‘Tue fubfequent pages are humbly recommended 
to the ferious confideration of honeft feekers of divine in- 
formation, as being the refult of the diligent inquiry of the 
BEREAN SocieETy, in Boffon. Should they be found, on 
examination, to contain the truth, as it is in Jefus, our end 
is anfwered. Should any, who may perufe them, think oth- 
erwife ; if they will point out to us what the truth is, we 
will endeavour moft cordially to embrace it; till then, we 
fall, as opportunity prefents, exhibit what we believe to be 


the fimple, unadulterated truth of the gofpel, as proclaimed 
by the angels. 


Boston, April, 180% 
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HAT memorable and precious declaration 

of our divine Saviour, {fpoken to the people 

of the Jews, is equally applicable to us ; to all: 
Search the fcriptures. ‘The importance and pro- 
priety of this command will appear confpicuous, 
and worthy of our moft ferious attention, when 
we fhall, according to the injunction and the ob- 
ject we have in view in this little publication, have 
taken notice of a few of the many glorious por- 
tions of facred fcripture, and humbly contrafted 
them with the ideas that are generally attached 
to them. Great benefit may accrue to honeft 
feekers of divine information thereby ; for all 
{cripture, we are informed, is given by infpira- 
tion of God, and is profitable. We are cautioned 
not to believe every {pirit ; but to try the fpirits, 
whether they are of God, or whether they are of 
an oppofite character. So beguiling is the {fpirit 
of error, that, if it were poflible, the very elect of 
God, his chofen witnefles, would be deceived 
thereby. Surely, in a fubject of everlafting con- 
fequence, poor mortals need a criterion or rule 
which is unerring. Such arule hath our beft 
Benefactor 
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Benefactor indulged us with ; but we muft make 
ufe thereof, in order to a fair decifion of fpirits ; 
otherwife it is of no ufe to us. 

The only rule given for our direction is the 
{criptures ; to afew of them, then, we will re- 
pair ; feeling perfuaded, that the refult of our fo 
doing, will be for the declarative honour of our 


blefled Matter, and the peace and happinefs of his. 


purchaie. 
Why is the glorious character of the Deity 


often reprefented in a point of view fhocking and: 


degrading, even for a mortal to fuftain ?. Yea, by 


thofe too, who aflirm they are his fent fervants,. 


and are thought to be miniiters of Jefus ? But 


we fhall require proof, and not mere appearance. 


How often is it that an anxiety takes place in 


well meaning minds, who are fincerely inquiring 
after truth? © O, (fay they) if we could but be- 


lieve that God: was as good and well difpofed to- 
ward us, as our teachers are, we then would give 


our tormenting fears to the ‘wand: and feel bleff-. 


ed!’ We afk the important queftion, Whence 
this confidence in the creature, and this dread of 


the Creator? We anfwer: it is the fpirit of an- 


tichrift, that fits in God’s temple, and there rul- 
ing, to the great difhonour of the true God, and 
unipeakable i injury of his dear-bought in heritance. 
While the grand deceiver can exhibit himfelf 
through fuch organs, he will fpread_ his baneful. 
poifon throughout Immanuel’s land. However, 
he fhall not always have this advantage ;_ the 


fpirit of the Lord, the light of truth, thal deftroy 
his works. 
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The firft portion of fcripture, which we fhall 
notice, and a moft blefled portion indeed it is, 
detached from the perverfion, is recorded in the 
prophecy of Ifaiah, chap. xlv. 23d and 24th verfes. 
I, the Fehovah, have fworn by myfelf, the word is 
gone out of my mouth in righteoufne/s, and fhall not 
return, That unto me every knee fhall bow, every 
tongue fhall jwear, furely fhall fay, In the Lord have 
I righteoufnefs and ftrength. The word one, infert- 


ed, moft abominably mars the honeft, unequivo- 


cal meaning of this fcripture. Without the in- 
fertion, how confonant with the fpirit of Chrift ! 
which is a fpirit of love, joy and peace, the gof- 
pel of glad tidings to every creature. Here is 
righteoufnefs and peace moft glorioufly fet forth, 
without the aid of any,mending hand. Inftead 
of one, it is every one (if there is any meaning in 
words) which fhall fwear, and fay, In the Lord 
have I righteoufne/s and ftrength. None will deny 
this, but thofe under the influence of religious 
monopoly ; for there hath been in all ages, and 
{till is, fuch a {pirit prevailing. 

The apoftle Paul, in his letter to the Philippians, 
chap. iil. ver. 10, 11, adverts direétly to this pro- 
phetic teftimony, and declares, That at the name 


(of Fefus every knee fhould bow, of things in heaven, 


earth, and under the earth ; and that every tongue 
fbould confe/s, that Fefus Chrift is Lord to the glory 
of God the Father. And further, this matter in 
frael, under the influence of truth, folemnly de- 
lares, That no man can fay that fefus is Lord, but 


y the Holy Ghoft ; and no man, /peaking by the jpirit, 
Uleth Fefus accurfed. 
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It is acknowledged, on all hands, that the fub- 
miflion and confeflion, here treated of, is ftriétl 
univerfal ; and, for the glory of God the Father, 
we are too well perfuaded, and therefore will not 
entertain the horrid idea for a moment, that 
forced iubmiflion, and extorted confeffion, will 
be for the glory of the infinitely Worthy of ali 
adoration and praife. They greatly err, not 
knowing the fcriptures, nor the power of God, 
who aflert that the Deity, who is infinite in every 
amiable perfection, will be glorified fhort of uni- 

verfal, never-ceafing, loudeft fongs of praife. 

The glory of an earthly monarch is in 
the multitude of his fubjects; who, if ever 
fo well difpofed toward them, is at beft a 
poor, circumfcribed mortal ; being deficient in 
power to effect the ardent eidoas of his heart, 
the real happinefs of his dominions. Now, all 
power in heaven and .earth centers in Jefus, the 
King of kings. To fay that he is deficient in 
affection and good will toward any of human 
kind, would be the height of blafphemy. Did 
we ever hear that any fovereign, who was de- 
ferving the name of a prince, was ever fatisfied 
or glorified in the continuation of war and re- 
bellion in his kingdom, throughout his reign ? 
No; fuch a diabolical report never yet reached 
us, and the truth of it never will) We may be 
affured of this, as an eternal truth not to be con- 
troverted, that if forced fubmiflion, and extorted 
confeflion, take place in the wide dominions of 
Almighty God at any period, that he has ceafed 
to exilt in that character, and is wanting in pow- 
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ler. We’ rejoice with joy not to be ‘defcribed, 
that he, our King and rightful Lord, hath re- 


moved the veil from our minds ; that now feeing. 


where all things confift, we can give him the 


‘honour due to his venerable name. 


We could expatiate with great delight, but we 


forbear, and haiten to the confideration of anoth- 


er divinely glorious portion of facred teftimony, 


which is recorded for our contolation, and for 


the confolation of all, in our apoftle’s letter to 


his brethren at Corinth, 2d Epiftle, chap. vi. at 
the 2d verfe. Behold, now is the accepted time ; 
bebold, now is the day of falvation. We will en- 
_deavour to exhibit it in the falfe and in the true 
{pirit, in order to fee more forcibly the perver- 


fion that is attached to it ; and this we feel more 
anxious to do, becaufe we know the fad effects 


which have been, and ftill are, produced by that 
fpirit, which is oppofed to the intereft of our 
common Lord and Mafter.. Many an honeft feek-. 


| -er of truth hath fuffered beyond expreflion by 


the perverfion that is attached to this moft blefi-. 


7 
a 


_ed pafiage of fcripture, which indeed contains 
the: very foundation of true religion. 


Now, the general language of all we ever 
heard upon it, is this, ** Behold, zow is the ac- 


' cepted time ; now, this moment, is the only ac- 


cepted time ; not to-morrow. We would not 

for worlds aflure you of falvation an hour hence. 

O, finners, how precarious is the eternal falvation 

of your immortal fouls. We befeech you, by all 
that is dear, to confider it.’’ 

Now let us endeavour. to attend to the teach-- 

B ing,. 
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ing, which the Holy Ghoft' gives, in order to fee — 


the aftonifhing contraft ; the poles are not more 


oppofite. Worthy of all admiration. Behold 
now the accepted time. The enlightened under- 


ftanding is led immediately to the contemplation — 


of the great work of redemption, begun, carried 
on, and completed, by the adorable Saviour. 
Behold it now for thy comfort and never-ceafing 
confolation. Jefus the God needed no human 
aid, and when the imiquities of all were laid 
upon him, and his foul was exceeding forrowful, 
faid, For this caufe came I into the world. Father, 
not my will, but thine be done. His divinity was 
enough to caufe him to perform the great work 
alone; to triumph and glory in the work that 
was given him to do. 

The accepted time, and day of falvation, in- 
ftead of importing any of the miferable, contract- 
ed ideas that are attached to it, breaks upon us 
as a morning without cloud; a firm foundation 
for perpetual joy and peace. Our High Prieft 1s 
accepted, and life eternal is manifeited. Be- 
hold! fee! look! for never was forrow like unto 
his forrow, which procures our pleafure. 

It is the grand defign of the arch deceiver to 
lead the minds of our fpecies to reap the greateit 
inifery, where the God of our life hath defigned 
they fhould reap the greateft pofiible cémfort. 
How hath the word is been harped upon until 
the glorious object of falvation hath been whol 
fet afide ; and the poor, deluded, deceived finner 
made to tremble in expectation of an awful, tre- 
mendous ftorm of divine vengeance, which would 
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THE BEREAN. 11 


ingulf him in remedilefs woe ! We fee daily how 
eflentially neceflary it is to examine the records 
for ourfelves, and not truft to fupplied or implied 


- words. Had the previous verfe been ferioufly 
perufed, a grofs miftake, which hath prevailed 


among religious people for a long time, might 
have been avoided. To aim at affecting the: paf- 
fions, without rightly informing the judgment, 
is being inftrumental in doing great injury ; and 
thofe who have attained to the knowledge of di- 
vine truth fee the fallacy of fuch conduédt. 
The beautiful chain of the divine purpofes 
ftands thus, For I have heard thee in a time accepted, 
faith the divine nature to the human, and in the 
day of falvation have I fuccoured thee. Here is the 
humiliation of the Exalted moft ftrikingly fet 
forth. The divine nature {peaking to, and fuc- 
couring the human nature of our Lord. The 
svork that was given him to do, he was perform- 
ing alone, and of the people there was none with 
bim. Obferve the order; for he faith, I have 
beard thee ; Father, faith the human nature, J 
know that thou always heareft m2: for this rea- 
fon alone, becaufe he, as the head of human na- 
ture, did always thofe things that pleafed him. - 
It was the redemption of the loft nature that 
engaged his heart to endure the crofs, and defpife 
the fhame. It was his magnifying the divine 
law, and making it honourable, which he knew 
was abfolutely rieceflary, in order that the free 
gift of God, which is eternal life, might legally 
be communicated ; for heaven and earth might 
fooner pafs away, than one jot or tittle of the 
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law remain unfulfilled. Think ye, fays he, that I 
am come to deftroy the law or the prophets ? Nay, but 
to fulfil both. ‘Vhe righteous law of God had de- 
clared, The foul that fianeth it foall die. The wages 
of fin is death. From this unalterable ftatute of 
eternal rectitude there was no appeal. Man muft, 
in the nature of things, have remained forever 
in death, had not peace taken place upon the 
footing of righteoufnefs. So that the Deity is,. 
what the prophet fays he is, A suf? God and a 
Saviour. 

To this teftimony agree the apoftles in abun- 
dance of corroborative proof. In Paul’s letter 
to the Ephefians, for their information. and con- 
folation, the fpirit of truth by him to them, and 
through them to us, declares, That Yefus is our 
peace, who hath made both one, and hath reconciled 
both ‘fews and Gentiles unto God in one body on the 
crofs. In having our eye fingle, we fee Jefus ; and. 
in feeing him, we {fee the great work finifhed in 
the divine councils ; mercy and truth meeting 
together ; righteoufneis and peace embracing. 
each other. So that with the utmoft truth we 
can affert, that all that is neceflary for the felicity 
of any individual is, that they know what Jedus. 
in their nature hath done for them. 


ss If all the world my Saviour knew, 
‘‘ Then all the world would love him too.” 


It is the office work of the divine Spirit, exclu- 
fively to take of Chriit’s and fhewit. Is there 
any ground to fear that the third character in the 
Trinity will not, in due time faithfully perform 
his work ? Surely, no: the glory of the 2 


THE BEREAN. 13 


_. fhall be revealed, and all fiefh fall fee it together. 
To fee the glory of God, we are informed by St. 
Luke, chap. iti. 6 verfe, is to /ee the falvation of 

God, and if we wifh any further evidence, the 
Jehovah himfelf fhall fpeak. Mofes prayed once 
that he might fee the glory of God. He was an- 
{wered in his petition. Says the great I AM, 
I will caufe my goodnefs to pafs before thee ; and then 
’ proclaims his name, the Lord God, gracious and 
_ merciful, flow to anger, abundant in goodnefs, but by 
no means clearing the guilty ; which’mott beauti- 
fully exhibits the method of redemption. Awake, 
fword ! and {mite the man, my fellow, faith the 
_ Lord. We who knew no fin was made fin for us, 
that we"might be made the righteoufnefs of God 
in him. 
As to the effect which the manifeftation of the 
_ glory of God will produce, let us inquire of the 
—infpired fervant of the Lord, in his letter to the 
Corinthians, 2d Epif. chap. ii. at the 18th verfe, 
But we all, with open face, beholding as ina glafs the 
glory of the Lord, are changed into the fame image, 
from glory to glory, as by the Spirit of the Lord. We 
' may reft aflured, when the Lord undertakes to 
teach, that the effect will not be wanting as to 
virtue and happinefs. Mankind, inftead of be- 
| ing befeeched to fubmit to the peace already 
made by the blood of the crofs, are almoft 
» univerfally ipoken to in this ftrain : “O fin- 
= ners, have you made your peace with God ?”?— 

It really does appear that a fpirit of religious 

traflick has poflefled many well difpofed per- 

'. fons. A certain character once molt fervently de- 


clared, 


| 
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H clared, that “* God would do nothing without us, 
and we could do nothing without him.” | 
But we muit leave them to that good Spirit 
which leads into all truth ; and haften to notice 
another moft precious, confelatory portion of 
| {cripture, recorded in the epritle to the Hebrews, 
| chap. xii. at the 29th verfe, For our God is a con- 
| fuming fire. ‘The paflage is generally read thus, 
2 ** God out of Chrift is a confuming fire.’ Now 
we will undertake to affert (not without proof) 
that there is no fuch character in exiftence, nor 
never was. The fcriptures no where exhibit fuch 
a being to our view. It is, therefore, a falfe repre- 
fentation of the Deity’s character, leading to that 
abominable idea of a plurality of Gods, which the 
{ {criptures univerfally explode. J am God the Sa- 
viour, and befide me there is none elfe. ‘The icrip- 
tures, indeed, give us to underftand a trinity in 
unity ; not three perfons, but three characters in 
the godhead. Man is a trinity in unity: but 
who was ever fo foolifh as to declare that the 
body, foul, and fpirit, made three perfons: Let 
us, fays the Jehovah, make man in our own image. 
Every man, therefore, is a ftanding proof of the 
do¢trine of the only wife God our Saviour. The 
enemy of all good hath not been wanting in his 
devices in attaching fuch a perverfion to this 
-fcripture. He hath gained confiderable thereby, 
in tormenting the minds of the purchafe by the 
blood of Chrift with horrid ideas of the ever 
blefled God. We view it as one of the moft con- 
folatory difplays of divine benignity, that the fa- 
cred volume unfolds. We alk the important | 
gueftion, 


by 
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queftion, What would become of human nature 
in the aggregate, did not our God fuitain this 
character ? Endlefs mifery would be the inevitable 
doom of us all. The character of the Deity, as 
it is exhibited in this fcripture, is pregnant with 
immortal bleflings, falvation from fin, and its 
direful confequences. What do our race need 
but a deliverance from the caufe of mifery? If 
the caufe is removed, the effect mutt of neceflity 
ceafe ; and what, but this con/uming fire, will effect 
fuch a deliverance ? Can we for a moment fup- 
pofe that God will utterly deftroy his own work! 
Every thing of a combutftible nature muit and 
will be coniumed ; and though the creature, in 
whom the combuftibles are, will fuffer, (for the 
approach of this fire will yield a vengeance) ; yet 
the creature himfelf will be faved, though it be 
as by fre; and.that for this fimple reafon, be- 
caufe man, in his loweft {tate of fin and mifery, is 
God’s property, and that too in the dearett point 
of view, the purchafe of his moft precious blood. 
Shall not the prey be taken from tbe mighty, and the 
lawful captives delivered? Jehovah will conde- 
fcend himfelf to anfwer this momentous gueftion. 
Hfaiah xlix. 25. But thus faith the Lord, even the 
captives of the mighty fhall be taken away, and the 
prey of the terrible fhall be delivered. Fire, we 
know, is a purifying element ; what, therefore, 
this element exhibits in figure, the Deity will per- 
form in fubftance ; for he fhall fit as a refiner’s fire. 

Is it not exceeding ftrange, that thofe, who 
have clofely adhered to the pure doétrine of 
grace, in its glorious nature and extent, have 

heen 


i 
| 
> 
aM 
+ 
we 
Ry, 
a 
4 


16 THE BEREAN: 


been in all ages charged with bringing in damna- 
ble herefies § A recurrence to the divine ftand- 
ard, would long avo have rectified this miftake ; 

but, initead of this, thofe who have believed the 
sofpel, as preached by the Jehovah himfelf unto 
Abraham, being {trong in faith, giving glory to 


his name, knowing "that no after declaration 


could poflibly make the original promife of none 
effect, have been exhibited as more dangerous to 
fociety than any fet of people whatever. Do 
thofe, who own the Lord that bought them, ac- 
cording to fcripture, come under ‘the charge of 
bringing in damnable herefy ! ? or they, who ‘deny 
the Lord that bought them? The latter, moit cer- 
tainly. ‘Then, as certainly, the former are exempt 
fromthecharge. What unwearied pains have been 
taken to keep this moft glorious fundamental truth 
hid from mankind! What ! encourage finners of 
mankind to believe that they are God’s property !”” 
fays the fpirit oferror. Previous to their exhibiting 
evidence of obedience, thofe that have thus aflerted 
have been reprefented as flying in the face of the 
learned and pious of all ages, who unitedly have 
exploded fuch an idea as rank herefy. What ! 
fhall the judgment of fo many refpectable charac- 
ters be wrong? anda few, newly rifen and every 
where fpoken againft, be right? Belfides, if 
mankind are taught to believe that they are re- 
deemed by the precious blood of the Lamb pre. 
vious to their exercife of faith, they will immedi- 
ately let fly the reins of their lufts, and run riot 
in all manner of wickednefs. We aflert, and we 
are able to maintain the afflertion upon ground 
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not to be fhaken, that mankind without a fingle 
exception, are the property of Jefus Chrilt ; and 
that too in the deareit point of view, even in their 
miferable, loft, unbelieving, and rebellious con- 
dition ; and if the {criptures had not been wreit- 
ed to deftruction, and effect put for caufe, the 
truth of what we conceive is the glory of the 
gofpel fyftem, would have appeared clear as the 
fun in its glorious rifing.. We will here adduce 
one teftimony, among the many that exit, which 
is to the point: in the fourth fection of St. Paul’s 
Letter to the Romans, the fpirit of truth is treat- 
ing of the great propitiatory facrifice for fin. In 
the laft verfe of the fourth chapter, the juftifica- 
tion of the juitified is abundantly fet forth asa 
completed work, in confequence of the death and 
refurre¢tion of Immanuel, Therefore being sufti- 
fied,—here the comma ‘ought to have been 
placed, then would follow a propriety of lan- 
guage. Inftead of this, faith, as an act of the 
creature’s mind, is made a condition, in order to 
become juftified in God’s fight : a vile perverifion. 
So the adverfary would have it rendered, in or- 
der to perplex the mind, by impoting fhackles 
which the ipirit of truth never intended. Such 
mifchief hath been the effect of only the wrong 
placement of a comma ! 

Many ferious minded people conceive no eflen- 
tial difference in reading tltis paflage {cripture, 
The law was our fe hoolma/ter unto Chrift ; and, in 
the manner in which it is for the nol part re- 
peated, namely, ‘* the law is our fchoolmatter to 
bring us to Chrift,” we think there is eflential 


difference : 
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difference : and by confulting the lively oracles, 
it will be manifeft to every unpreyudiced mind. 
How often is it, that a paflage of {cripture 1s 
felected, which properly comes under the minif- 
tration of death, and exhibited, to the unfpeaka- 
ble injury of uninformed minds, fraught with 
language of death and endlefs milery to the dif- 
obedient | Whereas, the awful denunciations of 
facred icripture, fo often brought forward in 
order to alarm the fears of mankind, upon fri: 
inquiry, would be found to have no real power 
to condemn. ‘The condemnation, fo often mani- 
feft, centers folely in the confcience of the igno- | 
rant finner. We believe, that thofe who aiflert 


‘that the divine law of the Great Legiflator is in 


full force againft inners of mankind, are not ap- 
prifed of an 1 abomination they adhere to, namely, 
Spiritual adultery. Now, the divine law-is re- 
prefented in the light of a hufband, which we 
could not live by : for Mofes himfelf could not 
endure that which was commanded trom this firit 
hufband or fchoolmafter. So rigorous was this. 
Jaw, that whofoever offended in one point, was 
guilty of all, Thus {peaks the Holy Spirit. con- 
cerning the firft hufband of human nature, 2d 
Corinth. chap. ill. sewn verfe, For if that which 
was done away was glo lorious, much more that which 
remaineth is glorious. And further, the Spirit goes 
on to inform us, that by reafon of the veil that 
was on their heart, the children ¢ of Ifrael could not 
look to the end of that which is abolifbed. Their 
minds were blinded, and even unto ibis - remaineth 
the fame veil untaken away, in the reading of the old 
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teftament ; which veil is done away in Chri. And 
when they turn by the operation of the {pirit of 
truth to the Lord, they fee it: for the fcriptures 
inform us, that Chrift was made under the law, 
for the exprefs purpofe of redeeming thofe that 
were under it. No law, human or divine, ever - 
defired or required more than that its end be’ 
anfwered. Why did the divine law ftand point- 
ed with arrows of death againit our race ? Moft 
certainly for want of a righteoufnels adequate to 
its reafonable requirements. Well, Jefus, in the 
glorious character of every man’s head, hath be- 
come the end of the law, for righteoufnels ; ; every 
man, therefore, hatha legal title te eternal life; as 
much fo, as if they had yielded that righteouf- 
nefs in themfelves, individually, which “the law 
of God demanded. 

The fcriptures hold up to our view clearly, 
two unions ; a union of grace, and a union of 
faith, as caufe and effect ; grace or righteoufnefs 
given us in Chrift our head, we being members 
of his body, flefh, and bone, in all he did and fuf- 
fered ; chofen in him before the foundation. of 
the world ; as the fecond hufband or Adam, we 
were with him in all the olorious works he 
wrought. Thus {peaks the {cripture : : Crucified 
with Chrift, and dead to the firft hufband or the law, 
by the body of Chrift ; buried with Chrift, rifen with 
Chrift, &c. Jefus fuftainéd a relative charaéer 
in its confummate glory. No fchifm in his body ; 
no concifion there. No member without a 
head; for the head of every man is Chrift. This 
is a glorious union, antecedent to faith, or 
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even our appearance in being. We were in the 
Beloved, as joint members of his myitical body, in. 
the divine counfels from eternity. If this union 
was adhered to, a glorious confiftency in the 
{criptures would be feen. Faith, which unites 
the foul in affection to Chrift, would then be feen 
to follow as a giorious effect of a previous union, 
which is indiffoluble i in its nature, becaufe it has 
nothing to do with any act of the creature’s 
mind. Indeed, what has the poor finner to do, 

who feels confcious at times of no love to God, 
or evidence of an union by faith? Here is his 
only ground of confolation, that becaufe Jefus 
lives, “he fhall; that a blefled union fubfifts, 
which all the 1 ionorance and wickednefs that ever 


was 1 nanifefted, cannot in the leaft difturb, much 


lefs deftroy. Here the anchor hold, of the other- 
wile tofied, 1s firm; here the poor creature, who 
in himfelf 1s deftitute, may bid defiance to the 
world, fiefh, and devil, united to remove him 

from the love of God which is in Chrilt Jefus. 
fcriptures likewife fpeak of two fonthips 
which ought carefully to be diftinguifhed. Grofs 
in converfation and conduct, have been 
the confequence of this want of diftinéion. We 
read, that [f any man have not the Spirit of Chri/t, 
he is none of his ; and again, we —_ that becauf2 
ye were fons, God hath fent forth the Spirit of his Son 
into your hearts, crying, Abba, F ‘sbate Here is a 
fonthip treated of, previous to the {pirit of adop- 
tion being given ; a moit charming truth, lead- 
ing the mind to Jefus, in whom ali things con- 
filt, as the fecure dwelling-place of all generations. 
But 
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THE BEREAN. 
But if any man have not the Spirit of Chrift, he is 
none of his. In what fenfe is he none of his? 
that’s the queftion. Will any dare to affirm, that 
he is none of Chrift’s by redemption ? They, in 
fo affirming, will affirm too much for themfelves, 
unlefs they can prove that the creature man is 
poflefled of a creating faculty, to make a truth by 
believing : for they declare, that whoever be- 
lieves, fhall be faved. The truth is this: as many 
as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the fons 
of God, which is the fecond fonfhip. Adopted 
by the Spirit’ s tuition, into the number of the 
chofen out of the world, to be the light of the 
world, to fhew forth the high praiies of Him who 
hath called them out. of darknefs into his mar- 
vellous light. It ill befits fuch, to utter anathemas. 
againft thofe who are not bleffed with the {pirit 
of adoption : thé} know, or ought to know, that 
they had no hand at all in procuring any fpiritual 
blefling ; it is all grace, divinely free. Any 
man, therefore, deftitute of the Spirit of Chrift, 
is no difciple of Chrift ; he hath not put on the 
Lord Jefus, and therefore doth not walk in him < 
but then his condition, as an unbeliever, doth not 
in the leaft deftroy the previous heirfhip. Chrift 
is the fecond Adam ;. including in himfelf, as his. 
fullnefs, our nature, from the firft Adam to his 
youngeft fon. Pity that this foundation princi- 
ple of the gofpel fyftem is not better underitood,,. 
and more clotely adhered to, by religious people 
in general ! 

We alfo affirm, that the fcriptures exhibit 
two falvations, as caufe and effect ; in proof here- 
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of, let us recur to our criterion, or divine rule. 
Our. blefled Mafter after his refurrection from 
the dead, enlarged the commiflion given to his 


apottles. Go ye into all the world and preach the 
 gofpel to every creature. Now the important quef- 


tion is, What is the gofpel ;_ the everlafting gof- 
pel of the blefled God, here commanded, by 
divine authority, to be preached to every crea- 
ture? The word gofpel is made great ufe of ; 
and we hear much of the conditions, offers, and 
terms of the gofpel ; but our fole aim is to come 
to a fcriptural underftanding of the gofpel of the 
grace of God, and not truft to ourfelves, nor any 
other authority, however refpectable, for a defi- 
nition. We will adduce two teftimonies, which 
muit fuflice, whofe authority cannot be doubted. 
Galatians i. 8. The /cripiuresgforefeeing that God 
would juftify the heathen through faith, preached be- 
fore the gofpel unto Abrabam, (now comes the true 
definition) faying, in thy feed /hall all the nations 
be bleffed. It appears, then, unequivocally, to 
be glad tidings of great joy, as the fong of an- 
gels, namely, that all the nations, kindreds, and 
families of the earth, {hall be bleffed in the promifed 


feed. ‘This indeed is good news, worthy of a 


Being whofe work is perfect, and nothing want- 
ing. For what terms are there in a free gift ? 
for the blefling here treated of, is {piritual, eter- 
‘nallite. Suppofing ten poor, wretched creatures, 
confined in dungeon for high mifdemeanor againft 
2 good government ; a herald is difpatched, who 
arrives to them, and proclaims in their hearing, 
‘** Good news to you all; five of you only are to be - 
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releafed from your cells by the good pleafure of 
the Prince.” Would it not be a folemn mockery 
to thofe other wretches, yea an aggravation to 
them ? Moft certainly it would. In fact, this 
is the amount, notwithftanding what may be faid 
to the contrary, of the divinity that prevails, 
and is called gofpel. 

Another teftimony to the point, is recorded in 
Paul’s letter to the Corinthians, 1ft Epift. chap. 
xv. 1—3. Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you 
the gofpel which I preached unto you, which alfa ye 
have received, and wherein ye fiand. ‘The 3d verfe 
gives us to underftand, what the gofpel is ;_ or, 
in other words, what it is a declaration of. For 
I delivered unto you firft of all, that which I alfa 
received, how that Chrift died for our fins, according 
to the fcriptures, &c. Now this is truly joyful 
news, leading our minds to this fimple, felf-evident 
truth, namely, that thofe, for whofe fins Chrift 
Jefus died, could not die for them themfelves, un- 
lefs his death could be unavailing ; which, to fup- 
pofe for a moment, is horrid. The fcriptures 
abound with proof pofitive, abundantly fatisfac- 
tory to our minds, that Jefus died for alt, without 
a fingle exception ; and therefore ail will be eman- 
cipated from fin and its confequences. 

It then is evident beyond a doubt, the Gofpel 
is a faithful declaration of the falvation which | 
Jefus wrought out, and completed, by his obedi- 
ence, death, and refurrection, for all; yea, that 
all, without acception, are really faved in him 
with an everlafting falvation. Some will be 
ready to fay, we go to a great length. How do 

we 
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we know the truth of what we have afferted ? 
Weanfwer : we have as good authority for our 
aflertion as any divine hath, when he aflerts, 
that by the offence of one, judgment came upon all 
men to condemnation. For the latter part of the 
verfe declares that the free gift of God is come upon 
all men unto suftification: of life. Romans v. 18. 
There is a falvation which depends on keeping 
in memory the everlafting falvation ; by which, 
fays the fpirit, ye are faved, if ye keep in memory 
what I preached unto you. An effect which flows 
from a caufe. He that believeth, fhall be faved.. 
Saved from what ? everlafting death, as the wa- 
ges of fin? No; for Jefus had already faved 
them from that, by bearing the fins of the whole 
world in his own body on the tree. But he that. 
believeth fhail be faved ; faved from that fore a- 
bomination, unbelief, and all the miferies the mind 
is expofed to while in fuch a condition. He that 
believeth hath everlafting life ; he participates and 
enjoys that life, which, when in unbelief, he had 
hid with Chrift in God. He that believeth not, 
Shall not fee life. Does it follow that he fhall nev- 
er fee life ? Suppofe a man to-day in unbelief,. 
and to-morrow he commences a believer in Jefus, 
doth he not fee life ? Moft certainly. The fact 
is, that the unbeliever, in the nature of things, 
cannot, and fhall not fee life as long as he remains 
in fuch acondition.. The falvation, and condem-. 
nation, {poken of in Mark xvi. 16, is no part of 
the commifiion given to the apoftles ; it is mere- 
ly the effect which followed crediting or difcred- 
iting the divine report of the gofpel.. 


In 
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In Paul’s letter to Titus, chap. ii. at the 11th 
verfe, are thefe words. For the grace of God that 
bringeth falvation to all men hath appeared ; which 
only is confiftent language, and is rectified-in the 
margin of our bibles. 

This is, in fine, the glorious. doctrine which 
the fcriptures exhibit, and worthy of its divine 
Author, whofe nature and property is always to 
have mercy and forgive, and who has conde- 
{cended to give us this weighty reafon why he | 
will not contend forever, namely, the /pirits would 
_ fail before Him and the fouls which he hath made. 
We afk, is it not a doctrine which when appre- 
ciated and underftood, effectually humbles the 
pride of the lofty, and ‘reduces the finner to the , 
obedience of faith ? Yes, verily; and notwith- 
{tanding all that is fpoken againft the dodtrine of 
the gofpel of the grace of God, as tending to im- 
morality, it is the only fyftem_ calculated in its 
nature to infure the beft obedience of rational 
creatures ; for love only begets love. ‘To love 
God fupremely, and our kind as ourfelves, is the 
end of our being, which the grace of God teaches. 


The next paflage of {cripture we fhall notice, 
and make fome remarks upon, is that found in 
the gofpel by John, chap. v. ver. 28, 29. Mar- 
vel not at this; for the hour is coming in which all 
that are in the graves fhall hear his voice, and fhall 
come forth, they that have done good unto the refur- 
rection of life ; and they that have done evil unto the 
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réfurrection of damnation, or condemnation. As we 
conceive it is acknowledged univerfally that thefe 


words of the Saviour point direétly to the gen- 
-eral refurrection, at the laft day ; our firft in. 


quiry will be, what is the character of thofe of 


‘whom the Saviour fpeaks, as revealed in the 


fcriptures ? Secondly, what rule he hath given 


‘us to determine their character by? 


And firft ; what is their character ? We are 
told in the fcriptures, that God made man up- 
right, and gave him a rule by which to walk, 
and continue in life and happinefs ;_ but he con- 


tinued but a little while, for he foon tranfgrefled 


his Maker’s command, and incurred the penalty, 
which was death. 

Secondly ; what rule hath he given to deter- 
mine their characters by ? We conceive the rule 
by which we are to detérmine whether we do 
good or evil, is God’s holy law, given by himfelf 


-to Mofes on Mount Sinai; and there is no me- 


dium between good and evil in the eye of this 
law ; no goodnefs in part with God: therefore, 
‘whoever comes fhort of perfect obedience to this 
law, cannot be confidered a doer of that good. 
which will entitle him to a part in that refurrec- 
tion which is unto life. But is there no pof- 
fibility of obtaining a part in this refurrection 
fhort of perfect obedience? No; for the fame 
Being, who gave the law, hath faid he will by ne 
means clear the guilty. And the apoftle James 
hath faid, Whofo keepeth the whole law, and yet 
offendeth in one point, is guilty of all: And we are 
told, there is not a suft man that liveth and finneth 
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not. But are there none among all the human. 
race, who do that good, which will entitle them. 
to a part in this refurrection? No; for *#he 
Lord lopked down from heaven upon the children of 
men, to fee if there were any that did underfiand and 
feek God, and he faid, They are all gone"afide ; they 
ore altogether become filthy: there is none that doeth 
good, no not one. Palm xiv. 2, 3. ‘Thus it appears 
that all the defcendants of Adam are born into a 
carnal ftate, and are under the dominion of a 
carnal mind, which is enmity againft Gad ; and to be 
carnally minded, is death. But God fo loved the 
world, that he fent his only begotten Son to re- 
deem it from death, which was the wages of 
their fins, and which they were then under the 
dominion of. That they were under the domin- 
ion of death, at the time he was fpeaking to 
them, appears from the preceding veries ; for he 
fays, The hour is coming, and now is, when the 
dead feall hear the voice of the Son of God; and 
ibey that bear, fhall live. | 
But how fhould hearing his voice, give life to 
thofe that were dead in trefpafles and fins? Be- 
caufe, through the medium of his voice he fhould 
manifeft to them, that he was the bread of God 
which came down from heaven to give life to 
the world ; that, as bread is the fupport of the 
natural life, fo he is the fupport of the fpiritual 
hte ; and by believing in him, we enter into life ; 
viewing him as our life, we put on the Lord Je- 
fus, and fo walk in him, as our wifdom, righteouf- 
nefs, fanctification, and redemption, and view 
ourielves complete in him; knowing that the 
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work of God is, to believe on Him whom he 
hath fent ; viewing his good works as our own, 
and in them our title to eternal life ; thefe die in 
the Lord, or fleep in Jefus, and reft from their la- 
bours : and when all that are in the graves fhall 
come forth to-judement, thefe fhall come to the 
refurrection of life; i. e. they, having received an 
earneft of their inheritance, will rife in joyful af- 
furance of entering into full enjoyment of that 
life they have in Chrift Jefus. While thofe, who 
know not God, nor their title to eternal life in 
Chrift Jefus, will rife under a confcioufnefs of 
tranfgrefling God’s law, which faith, Curfed is 
every one that continuetb not in all things written 
in the book of the law, to do them. Not knowing 
that Chrift hath redeemed them from the curfe 
thereof, by being made a curfe for them. Thefe 
muft be judged out of the things written in the 
books, i. e. the law, and their confciences, every 
man according to his works ; and as their works. © 
will not juftify them, for by the deeds of the law no 
ficlh can be juftified, therefore they muft be con- 
demned. But it is not faid they fhall eternally 
remain under this condemnation ; and we con- 
ceive we fhould wreft or twift the {criptures, in- 
deed, if we were to attach fuch an idea to this 
paffave of f{cripture ; for we conceive that every 
foul of the human race muft be judged by the 
divine law, and condemned, before they can be 
faved from its curfe, by grace. Thofe who come 
to the refurreétion of life, judged themfelves by 
the law, before they fled for refuge to lay hold | 
on the hope fet before them in the gofpel ; ye . 
ope 
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hope they have as an anchor to their foul, fure 
and ftedfait. 

But, fays an objector, we have- no authority 
from fcripture to believe that thofe who die in 
unbelief have any intereit in Chrift at all. But, 
give us leave to afk, what authority have we to 
believe that all mankind are finners by nature ? 
If it fhould be faid, the {criptures tell us, that dy 
the difobedience of one, many were made finners ; we 
aniwer, the fame fcriptures have told us, that dy. 
the obedience of one, fhall many be made righteous ; 
and that, As in Adam all die, fo in Chrift fhail 
all be made alive. And let it be remembered, 
that as it was not left to the choice of the indi- 
viduals of mankind, whether they would be cre- 
ated in Adam, or not; or whether they would 
be born into actual life, and “be fubject to the 
confequence of his tranfgreflion, or not ; fo nel- 
ther was it left to their choice, whether they 
would be created anew in Chrilft Jefus, the fecond. 
Adam, or not ; nor whether they would be born 
again into actual, fpiritual life, or not. But 
though all mankind were created in Adam at 
once, yet they were not all born into actual life 
at once, but are born at different times as infinite 
Wifdom faw fit to order it. So, though ev- 
ery human being was created anew in Chritt 
Jefus, the fecond Adam, when he aflumed our 
nature, as the head of every man; yet every 
man was not, are not, born, or brought into ac- 
tual pofleffion of that fpiritual, eternal life, which 
God hath given them, in Chriit, at one time; but 
are brought in, at different times, as infinite wil- 
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dom and goodnefs ices fit to give the knowledge 
of the truth. 

But fuppote fome do not believe that they are 
finners in confequence of Adam’s tranfgreflion ? 
Does their unbelief prove they are not finners ? 
Surely not ; fo neither does their unbelief prove 
that they ‘are not imterefted in Chrift; but, 
being interefted, they are called upon to believe 
wt. But, fays an inquirer, did not the Saviour 
fay to the Jews, Ye will not come unto me that ye 
may have life? Yes; but let us not wreft or twift 
this paflage to our own deftruétion ; for we con- 
ceive that thefe exprefions will apply, not only 
to the Jews, but to every human being in their 
loft {tate ; for who is there who hath not his back 
turned upon his Maker’s commands ? Who is 
there that hath not faid to him, depart from me. 
for I defire not the knowledge of thy ways? 
though his way is the way of lite and peace, 
and he faith in the character of wifdom, / have 
Atretched cut my hand and no man regarded. 

But, fays one, upon your principle the crea- 
ture has nothing to do. We anfwer: the crea- 
ture had nothing to do in -his creation, nor in 
his birth ; but after he was created, he had a 
great deal to do, even before his fall; for God 
put him in the garden of Eden, to drefs it, and 
keep it; and not only fo, but to eat the fruit of 
it, for the fupport of his natural life: but after 
his fall, he had to eat -his bread by the fweat of 
his brow. So, hkewife, he had nothing to do 
in his new creation, in Chrift Jefus; but he was 
createc in him, unto good works. Neither - 


é 
| 
i 
4 
¥ 


the creature any thing to do in his new birth ; 

for the Saviour faid to Nicodemus, The cided 
bloweth where it lifteth, and thou heareft the found, 
but canjt not tell whence it cometh and whither it 
goeth ; fo is every one that is born of the fpirit. 
John, chap. 11. ver. 8. But although we are 
not created in Chriit Jefus, in confequence of 
our good works; yet we are created in him 
unto good works ;_ which indeed are profitable 
unto men, and are therefore our duty to per- 
form unto one another as brethren; but let us 
not dare to put them in the place of the blood 
of Jefus Chrift, which cleanfeth us from ail fin. 

Thus we fee, that mankind univerfally are, by 
nature and practice, at enmity againft God; and 
muft have remained fo to all eternity, if Jefus 
Chrift had not come into the world to be their 
Saviour. But, blefled be his name, he hath 
come, and hath faved us, and called us with an holy 
calking, not according to our works, but according to 
his own purpofe and grace which was given us im 
Chrift Fefus, before the world began, but is now made 
manifeft by the appearing of our Saviour “Fefus Chrift, 
who hath abslifoed death, and hath brought life and 
immortality to light through the gofpel. 2 Vim.1. 9, 10. 
But, let us obferve, this life was given us in 
Chrift before the world began, but is brought to 
light by the gofpel: that is, we conceive the 
gofpel i is a declaration of what was true before 
the world began. 

But we are told he hath called us according to 
his own purpofe ; and the apoitle Paul hath told 
% that he hath, i, e. Ged, made known unto us 

the 
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the myftery of his will, according to his good pleafure, 
_ which he hath purpofed in himfelf : That in the dif- 
penfation of the fulnefs of times, he might gather to- 
gether in one all things in Chrift, both which are in 
heaven, and which are on earth, even in him. Ephe- 
fians i. 9, 10. And we conceive that the work 
of reconciling every man’s will to’ God’s will, 
was contained in the purpofe of God, as com- 
pletely as that Jefus Chrift fhould, by his grace, 
talte death for every man ; for our Saviour faid 
to the Jews, No man can come to me, except the 
Father which hath fent me draw him: and Iwill 
raife him up at the laft day. It is written in the 
prophets, And they Jhall be all taught of God. Ev- 
ery man therefore that hath heard, and hath learned 
of the Father, cometh unto me. John vi. 44, 45. 
But though God hath feen fit to fend his min- 
ifters to preach his gofpel to every creature, and 
through their preaching hath communicated the 
knowledge of himfelf, whom to know is life 
eternal, to many of his children ; yet heis not | 
confined to this method of manifefting himfelf | 
unto his creatures. He can teach the knowledge | 
of himfelf without {peaking to the outward ear. 
When he fpeaks, he fpeaks by the fpirit to their 
{pirits, and leads them into all truth ; for, faid 
the Saviour, when he the fpirit of truth oall come, 
he fhall lead you into all truth, for he shall receive 
of mine and f{hew it unto you. 

Thofe who imagine that the holy Spirit is con- 
fined to this ftate, to communicate the knowledge 
of the truth of the gofpel to the foul, are not aware 
how much they would prove by proving this. 


For 
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For we conceive that no reafonable perfon can 
fuppofe, that the millions of human beings that 
go out of this world in infancy, have any knowl- 
edge of Ged or their own finful character ; for 
we prefume it is acknowledged by all, that even © 
thefe are finners by nature, though not by actual 
trrnfgreffion ; and yet we cannot conceive how 
they can fing, Thou art worthy for thou haft re- 
deemed us, if they are not taught that they were 
redeemed. And if thefe can be taught, we can- 
not conceive why the finner, that is an hundred 
years old, cannot be taught as weil as they ; and 
we believe they can ; nay, we believe they: will ; 
for he that has promifed is faithfuJ, and able to 
perform what he hath promifed, which is, They 
fhall be all taught of God. Therefore, 


not for nought,” we offer praife ‘ divine,” 
To great JEHOVAH’S glorious name ; 

‘¢ Our worfhip fprings from gratitude fincere ; 
‘Nor heady zeal, nor fuperftitious fear ; 

“Nor are our” minds “ by blind devotion aw’d ;. 
s¢ But faved” by Jesus, ‘* we adore the God.” 
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Be calm, mv foul ;—behold thy Saviour ! 
This blefs’d thought fhall joy impart : 
Though by all the world forfaken, 

‘That he bears me on his heart. 


What though friends in converfation 
Strive, yea fpend, their honeft breath 
To draw me from his great falvation 
To the flavith fear of death. 


What though all the world are preaching,. 
Death fhall reign forevermore 

I’m infru@ed by Ais teaching, 

That its reign fhall foon be o’er. 


Oh, God! lead thofe of this opinion 

To thyfelf, the finner’s Friend,” 

Shew them, increafe of thy kingdomg. 
By thy grace, fhall have no end.” 


What though death, and hell and ruin 
Seck my foul, thy grace I fee ; 
Which fhall ftill go on fubduing, 

And bring all things home to thee. 


Shall it be to me denied ? 

Afks fometimes my labouring mind :. 
No; for me the Saviour died, 

And for ail the human kind. 


Jefus, for the guilty captives, 

Gave his precious /ife away, 

Nor fhall death, and hell, and fatan,. 
Always hold the Saviour’s prey. 


For on him were executed 

All the threat’nings, in our place ; 
And falvation is imputed 

Now to ev’ry foul, by grace. 


But I feel I am a finner ; 

Can his grace to me extend ? 
Yes, methinks the gofpel whifpers, 
* Jefus is the finner’s friend.” 


A HYMN... 35 


Soon I fhall leave this world of forrow, 
And behold his fmiling face, 

And, with all the ranfom’d myriads, 
Sing the triumphs of his grace. 


Then let thefe pow’rful combinations, . 
Earth and hell, my way oppofe, 
My foul by. his bleft confolations 
Triumphs o’er ten thoufand foes. 


Thou haft taught me to look forward 
To that glorious promis’d day, 

When thou wilt, to every creature, 
All thy plan of grace difplay. 


When thou wilt in thine own nature 
The juft, yet faving, God appear, 
Confoling ev Ty forrowing creature, 
“‘ Wiping ev’ry falling tear.’ 


Gracious God! let no delufion 

Of the devil, or of man, 

Draw me from this grand conclufiom 
Prom thine own eternal plan ;— 


Which was, before we were created, 
To gather all things home, in One ; 
To be in Jefus reinftated, 

“ The head of ev’ry man,” thy Son. 


For this, our nature he affumed, 
And he fuffer’d in our place ; 

By his death the world’s redeemed 3 
‘Truth and mercy meet in grace.” 


© God! fhall fin, and death, and fatan,. 
Reign forever, or wilt thou ? 


No; death, and hell, and fin fubdued, 
*‘ Every knee to thee fhall bow.” 


Oh! for fuch tranfcendant goodnefs ! 
May each foul in concert rife, 


In fome melodious grateful anthem, 
As we journey to the fkies. 


} 
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Adbertilement. 


THE Society in which the foregoing pub- 
lication originated, take this method to in- 
form thofe by whom it may be perufed, that 
fhould the matter contained therein appear 
to them fo far confiftent with divine. revela- 
tion, as to merit their approbation and pat- 
ronage, they contemplate a publication of the 
fame kind periodically, | 


APRIL, 1802. 


- 


